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Understanding DEP’s Recycling Home Page

What we’ll cover today:

• Structure of the Recycling Home Page (RHP)

• Look at selected sub-categories on the RHP and 
demonstrate how to locate information

• Using the names of resources or individual 
documents AND their brief descriptions learn how 
to use the site to answer questions from individuals, 
community program coordinators, elected officials, the 
media



Recycling Home Page Organization
Only selected sub-categories are shown

Business Waste Reduction
directories and report
assistance programs
market development

Consumer Recycling
Xmas Tree Recycling

Recycling in Your Community

Municipal Recycling
muni programs database

recycling
motivating people reduce waste

Regulations and Policies
waste bans

grants
bottle bill

Recycling Home Page
www.mass.gov/dep/recycle

Has 11 sub-categories

Each sub-category has
multiple sub-categories



Consumer Recycling
Q: How can I recycle my Christmas tree?



Christmas Tree Recycling – continued



Consumer Recycling
Recycling In Your Community

RHP – Consumer Recycling - RIYC

In this example – Earth 911 is directly linked to the 
Christmas Tree Recycling fact sheet
DEP contracts with Earth 911 to provide and 
update residential collection information for almost 
all municipalities
Entering a 5-digit zip code, followed by a couple 
clicks, brings up municipal profile



Recycling In Your Community – Earth 911
Municipal Program Profile



Municipal Recycling Page
Motivating People to Reduce Waste

New page designed to provide program planners / 
managers with tools and techniques to motivate and 
engage people on reducing their generation of solid 
waste.

Information is broken into these sections:

1) What we know about recycling behavior

2) Getting more people to recycle

3) Conducting your own research



Municipal Recycling Page
Motivating People to Reduce Waste



Municipal Recycling Page
Municipal Recycling Programs Database

RHP – Municipal Recycling – Municipal Programs Database

This database allows users to perform customized 
searches on a range of geographic, population, 
collection methods and other program 
characteristics.

Q: How many curbside programs does MA have?

Q2: How many drop-off programs are there in Middlesex 
county?

Q3: Which communities have instituted buy recycled 
policies?



Regulations and Policies
Q: What materials are prohibited from disposal?

RHP – regulations and policies – waste bans

This section provides:

• text of DEP regulations,

• Waste Bans Q&A fact sheet, 

• TV and Computer Reuse/Recycling link, and 

• Your Business and the Waste Bans fact sheet.



Regulations and Policies
Waste Bans



Regulations and Policies
Q: Can redemption centers give .04 per container?

RHP – Regulations and Policies – bottle bill

The fact sheet “Guide for Consumers to the Bottle Bill” 
answers this question.  Refer to the question:
Q: “What is the minimum refund value for 
containers?”
A: “a…dealer or redemption center may redeem a 
container of a product of a type, size and brand that 
they do not sell for less than five cents.”



Regulations and Policies
cont.- Redeeming containers for less than .04



DEP’s Recycling Home Page
Practicing and Learning More

• With these examples, you should have a basic understanding 
of how to navigate the RHP and learn how to find additional 
information.

• DEP updates these pages, adds sections, and updates 
information regularly.

• Please contact me with any questions or comments about 
what information is available or how to find something.

John Crisley (617) 556-1021 OR john.crisley@state.ma.us

mailto:john.crisley@state.ma.us
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